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Through a new musical art collaboration about
love and death, BRDG Project aims to build
bridges between opera, art and audience
“It’s our hope that the audiences themselves will have the same kind of
visceral connection to the artwork and to the music that the artists had to
the music, and that the musicians are going to have to the art.”

 Maggie Donahue

The BRDG Project (pronounced “bridge project”) opened in January 2021 in a three-
gallery space at the foot of the Highlands pedestrian bridge, an appropriate location
for an arts space that — per its press materials — is devoted to bridging “artist,
gallery, and community together to create an accessible and unique space for
contemporary expression.”

It had always been its founders’ intention to create inter-medium collaborations, but
deep into a COVID winter, that goal seemed more vital.

“The 2D arts, or the gallery scene, had found a way to shift and had a lot more
opportunity to get art into the world. Whereas performative arts, specifically operas
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and  concerts, all that …. was just gone,”and  concerts, all that …. was just gone,” said Brett Matarazzo, one of BRDG’s
cofounders.  “We realized we really, really wanted to support that.”
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BRDG cofounder Michael Dowling is a visual artist himself BRDG cofounder Michael Dowling is a visual artist himself and says he’s found it can
be powerful to engage with other media as inspiration for his own work. Opera, in
particular, appeals to him.

“It’s so much more of an experience outside of language, outside of that structure for
me, and I have to react to it in a way that’s very visceral and very intuitive,” he said.
“So I get a totally new way to take on my work and take my ideas with that different
inspiration. It’s an incredible way to step outside of myself. ”

Starting this month, BRDG will be launching a gallery show
influenced by and in collaboration with opera an performance. 
Presented by Mile-Hi Modern and curated by Matarazzo, Dowling and opera singer
Leah Podzimek,  Interplay – Art + Opera is a collaboration between musicians
(Soprano Podzimek, Mezzo-Soprano Kira Dills-DeSurra and pianist Jessica Nilles
Kressin) and more than 30 contemporary visual artists commissioned by BRDG
project. The show exists as a sort of feedback loop between the mediums, with the
idea that each constantly informs and recontextualizes the other.

The project began with a presentation, where the musicians performed select
movements for the artists to inspire their artwork for the exhibition. The music
engaged with the notions of love and lust, grief and death.

“The effect of the music and the feeling, I think, was profound on a lot of people,”
Matarazzo said.

ADVERTISEMENT

The artistic works the music inspired will be staged in two rooms devoted to each
category (love and death). The art will also provide a backdrop for the singers to
perform two live performances of new and classical works: one on October 8 at 7:30
for the show’s opening and one for its closing on October 28. The performances will
be split into two 20-minute movements: one in the room built around love, the other
in the one responding to death and grief.

“So much opera is about love or death. And so it kind of made sense, this dichotomy,
to stick with it. And to put things into one of those two buckets,” Podzimek said. “The
interesting thing  is that some of the pieces that we’re performing could actually be in
either one. The closing piece of the whole performance could be interpreted as this
really loving moment. But it’s truly about death and loss and grief.”

The same goes for the artworks, some of which are layered or dual-sided, and all of
which interpret the movements and themes in different ways.

“We love that it’s not so linear,” Matarazzo said. “Because it creates a more dynamic
and interesting space and an interplay.”

While the music influenced the artists’ work, the works in turn will influence the
singers’ live performances as they feel the impact of the pieces. The idea is that this
feedback loop will allow the audience to fully immerse themselves in the emotions
carried in both the visual and auditory components.

“It’s our hope that the audiences themselves will have the same kind of visceral
connection to the artwork and to the music that the artists had to the music, and that
the musicians are going to have to the art,” Podzimek said.

The BRDG team hopes bridging the mediums and presenting them as a visceral,
communal experience will help make each medium more accessible to more
audiences.

“Opera is a lot like modern contemporary art,”  Matarazzo said. “It’s not always felt
like it’s meant for everybody. Some people feel a little put off by it. They get a little
afraid that that’s not for them”
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Matarazzo said this space is meant to take down those barriers. Similarly, Podzimek
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building surprising collaborations and bringing performance into different spaces
that challenge perceptions of what opera is, and who it’s for.

“Artists are just like other members of the community in that many of them don’t
think the opera is for them. And in sharing snippets from an opera that they can
relate to, and encouraging them… that is part of the goal of what I’m doing with
opera-adjacent and opera-centric experiences for folks,” Podzimek said. “And
putting it into a different space that isn’t an opera house. I think that’s also a big key
aspect of bringing other folks into an opera space and experience as well.”

Rather than sitting down, guests will stand and move around the
space, experiencing the art and music as a whole. 
“There’s an immersive nature to that. There’s a quite literal sense of being part of it,
and being invited into it,” Matarazzo said. “I think that breaks down some of those
borders and those feelings that, maybe this isn’t for me.”

He said it’s possible that the audience’s engagement with the works will further add
to the immersive experience and the feedback loop.

“Adding their response and adding their excitement into it really creates a synergy
and an energy that I’m just excited about,” he said. “I just love that idea that this
could be constantly evolving. Not that the work would change… but just the emotion
and the energy from it could change, especially from the patrons.”

Podzimek says the arts can be a way to build emotional bridges, to connect people to
their emotions and help break down internal barriers to processing emotions like
grief and love.

“Art provides an outlet for expression. So if a person doesn’t experience emotion on a
regular basis, or for some reason, has a blockage in that way, art is a way for them to
express themselves in a different medium,” she added.

She said art can provide an important catharsis, both for the artists creating the
pieces and for the people engaging with them.
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“That’s exactly what we’re doing here, is giving literal voice and vision to emotions
and feelings, and inviting people to come and participate in this cathartic experience
with all of us,” she said. “And after the last year, I think we can all say that we’ve
experienced moments of joy and life and perhaps love and experiences of loss. So
many of us have lost something over the last year and a half.”

You’ll see a lot of personal stories of love and loss reflected in the gallery pieces. Some
artists created works reflecting on loved ones they had lost, or created depictions of
loved ones experiencing loss themselves.

Dowling, in addition to co-curating the collaboration, is contributing art of his own
to the gallery. As he’s thinking about what his pieces will look like, the interplay
continues. He said, when he spoke to Denverite Wednesday, that he hadn’t yet
finished his pieces for the show, but that just talking about the way the show engages
with themes of love and death made him think about his pieces in a more intentional
way.

“This conversation is really an interesting catalyst for thinking through that,”
Dowling said. “Now I’m actually starting to bring in some very personal imagery into
what’s constructing in my head.”

He says he’s visualizing the faces of people that represent those feelings of love and
loss for him.

“All of a sudden sudden, I get to take this on in a way that I need to look at the sort of
beautiful souls who fit in each of these categories for me, in a more careful way,” he
said.”

In a third exhibition room, BRDG will also be opening a separate but complementary
exhibition, Visceral Vicinities – Altars, Ritual, The In-Between. Curated by  Cal Duran
and Cherish Marquez, the exhibition will explore the ways in which different cultures pay
homage to ancestors and explore concepts of life and death through altars and
performance. 

You can visit both shows from October 8- November 1, 2021 at BRDG Project, 1553 Platte
St., Unit 100 at the foot of the Highland pedestrian bridge. Interplay – Art + Opera’s
Opening Night  Exhibition and Performance is today Friday, October 8 from 6-10 pm, and
its closing performance will be October 28.  Visceral Vicinity’s Opening Reception and
Dance Performance is Saturday from October 9, 6-10 pm. You can check BRDG Project’s
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Things to do in Denver this weekend, Dec.
3-5
December brings more holiday events and activities!

By Outside Contributor  ·  Today, 5:00 a.m.

You might have to drive slower in
neighborhoods if this ordinance passes
The proposed "20 is plenty” ordinance would
reduce speed limits on neighborhood streets from
25 to 20 MPH.

By Desiree Mathurin  ·  Yesterday

STAR, the program that diverts some calls
away from police, continues to grow
STAR teams have responded to more than 2,000 calls
that would have otherwise gone to police or other city
agencies.

By Rebecca Spiess  ·  Yesterday

Catalytic converter thefts continue to rise
but bike thefts slightly decrease
Five Points and Central Park continue to be the hardest
hit areas for bike and converter thefts, respectively.

By Desiree Mathurin  ·  Yesterday

Elisabeth Epps, abolitionist and bail
reformist, is running to represent part of
Denver at the State Capitol
The move is another example of grassroots activism
shifting into more traditional centers of power.

By Kevin Beaty  ·  Yesterday

Cleaning the 16th Street Mall, James
Kinney has seen it all: zombies, a sword-
carrying martial artist
“Like a basketball player, a football player, I know my
job, and once I get this suit on I’m doing my job."

By Kevin Beaty  ·  Dec. 01

The National Western Center executives
will still pursue its arena after voters deny
funding
Voters chose not to fund the arena meant to be the
complex's centerpiece earlier this November.

By Rebecca Spiess  ·  Dec. 01

A drive-through Ziggi’s Coffee will take
over an old Leetsdale drive-through bank
location

By Outside Contributor  ·  Dec. 01

Frida Kahlo is getting the Immersive Van
Gogh treatment
This spring, Denverites can immerse themselves in
digital recreations of the iconic artist’s work.

By Maggie Donahue  ·  Nov. 30

Look out! It’s the friendly Highland
neighborhood Spider-Man
Spidey isn't hanging from John Bonath's home
because he loves superheroes. Spider-Man is a tribute
to the neighborhood.

By Desiree Mathurin  ·  Nov. 30

Former Denver Post printing facility
officially ‘blighted,’ paving the way
for massive redevelopment in
Globeville
What does blighted mean again?

By Esteban L. Hernandez  ·  Nov. 29

Should Denverites be worried about
Omicron, the new COVID strain?
The new coronavirus variant was first detected earlier
this November in Africa.

By Rebecca Spiess  ·  Nov. 29

Denverites have $1.7 million to spend on
projects. Here’s how many sidewalks, bike
lanes or street lights that could buy
14 miles of sidewalks? 17 miles of bike lanes? Ten light
poles in parks?

By Kevin Beaty  ·  Nov. 29

Where are the companies behind all these
new Denver buildings based?
In the mix: Five Points, Shanghai and Chicago.

By Kyle Harris  ·  Nov. 29

Things to do in Denver this weekend, Nov.
26-28
Holiday light shows are here!

By Outside Contributor  ·  Nov. 26

What Denver’s exceptionally dry fall means
for the future of snow
We talked to an expert.

By Rebecca Spiess  ·  Nov. 25

There won’t be a public Sand Creek Healing
Run this year
But this Indigenous man will still be running.

By Paolo Zialcita  ·  Nov. 24

Denver’s creatives found the pandemic
as inspiring as a root canal. They’re
glad to be back at Drink and Draw.
The hang for local creatives is back, in the
basement of the St. Mark's Coffee House.

By Kevin Beaty  ·  Nov. 24

Denver plans to send large buildings into
the warm embrace of renewable electricity
It’s just pushing more lightly than some other deep-
blue cities (cough, Berkeley, cough).

By Sam Brasch  ·  Nov. 24

From Aurora to Brooklyn, NY Liberty’s
Michaela Onyenwere is always moving
forward
The New York Liberty forward and Grandview graduate
is living her best life.

By Desiree Mathurin  ·  Nov. 24
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Brett Matarazzo tweaks a hanging piece made for Interplay – Art + Opera at the BRDG Project. Oct. 7,
2021.  Kevin J. Beaty/Denverite

The BRDG Project at 16th and Platte Streets. Oct. 7, 2021.  Kevin J. Beaty/Denverite

Artwork staged for Interplay – Art + Opera at the BRDG Project. Oct. 7, 2021.  Kevin J. Beaty/Denverite
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Singer Leah Podzimek will perform opera when Interplay – Art + Opera opens at the BRDG Project. Oct. 7,
2021.  Kevin J. Beaty/Denverite

Carmen Richards puts the final touch on a piece she made for Interplay – Art + Opera at the BRDG Project.
Oct. 7, 2021.  Kevin J. Beaty/Denverite

Singer Leah Podzimek will perform opera when Interplay – Art + Opera opens at the BRDG Project. Oct. 7,
2021.  Kevin J. Beaty/Denverite
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Artwork staged for Interplay – Art + Opera at the BRDG Project. Oct. 7, 2021.  Kevin J. Beaty/Denverite

The BRDG Project sits behind the Highland Bridge at 16th and Platte Streets. Oct. 7, 2021.  Kevin J.
Beaty/Denverite
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